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“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us;
therefore we His servants will arise and build” Nehemiah 2:20

St. Mark’s Festival 2019 Anthem
In God's strength we'll rise and build
The whole world with light we'll fill

(x 2)

We will build
Our kindness, goodness, and our hope
Like an oak
Our faith has roots that reach deep down
And mighty boughs
Monks and saints and martyrs crowned

Our Church is built by rising prayer
Under Christ's care
He's the rock, the cornerstone
Our firm foundation that never fails

He'll prosper us
And we will arise and build
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(x 2)

Who is our God?
Learning about God teaches us about the Lord of Heaven and Earth.
1- Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator:
God created everything around us from nothing.
• He separated light and darkness.
• He created the sky with its beautiful colors.
• He created trees and plants.
• He created the sun, the moon and the stars.
• He created birds and fish.
• He created animals and man.

2- God is the Giver of Life:
After God created everything,
He formed Adam from the dust of the
ground and breathed the breath of life
into him. Then God formed Eve from
one of Adam’s ribs. God formed man in
His own image.
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3- God created everything in an amazing order:
• Night is always followed by day.
• The 4 seasons of the year are always in their
order: winter, spring, summer, fall.
• The human body which has many systems working
together to take care of us.

4- God is all powerful:
• God created everything in a certain order, and He is the only one who can
change this order.

The Sun Stands Still (Joshua 10)
God promised His people to enter the promised land (Canaan). God took care of
His people and helped them in their wars on their way there. One day, Joshua the
leader was fighting with His people against their enemies. He asked the Lord to
help him in the war and God sent large hailstones from heaven on the enemies.
And when the day ended, Joshua prayed to God to keep the sun from setting until
they defeated their enemies. God listened to his prayer and made the sun stand
still until they won the war.
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The Man Born Blind (John 9)
• One day while our Lord Jesus Christ was walking with the disciples, they saw
a man who was blind from birth begging for money. The Lord Jesus Christ
spat on the ground and made clay, then He put it on the eyes of the blind
man; and told him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. The blind man
obeyed God and washed in the pool. The Lord Jesus Christ created eyes for
him and was now able see everything around him.
• Our Lord Jesus Christ is the only one that could create eyes for the man
because He is the Creator who has the world in His hands and controls
everything.

Who is our God?
God is the only creator; He created everything around us, gives life,
and creates everything in an amazing order. Our God is all powerful!

“Who created the Heavens, who is God,
who formed the earth and made it” (Isaiah 45:18)
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Read Genesis 1:1-25. Starting with Day 1, find the correct path through the
maze to the things that God created on that day.

“Who created the Heavens, who is God,
who formed the earth and made it” (Isaiah 45:18)
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Find the words in the word search.

Adam
Animals
Birds
Care
Colors
Controls
Creator
Darkness
Dust
Eve
Fish
God
Light
Man
Moon
Order
Powerful
Rib
Seasons
Stars
Sun
Trees
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Queen Esther Saves her People
The Book of Esther
The story of Esther saving her people teaches us the secret of success,
with God we are successful.
Long ago, there was a young Jewish lady
living in Persia named Esther. She was very
beautiful. Her older cousin Mordecai took
care of her when her parents died.
He loved her as his own daughter and
taught her the commandments of God.
Esther was very obedient to Mordecai.
The king selected her from 7 other women
to become the queen. However, he didn’t
know that she was from the people of God.

One day there was a secret evil plan to hurt the people of God.
The king commanded everyone to bow to Haman, one of
the king’s best men.
Everybody bowed to him except for
Mordecai. Mordecai would not bow to
anyone but the Lord. Haman became
angry and wanted to kill
Mordecai and all the Jews.
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Haman went to the king and told him that
some people are not obeying the rules of the
kingdom and the king should kill them all.
The king agreed and wrote a decree to kill all
the Jewish people.

Mordecai asked Esther to go to the king
and ask to save her people. This was not
easy to do because anyone that went to
the king without being asked by him
could be killed.
Mordecai, Esther and all the Jews fasted and prayed for 3 days to the Lord to save
them. They had faith that God will hear their prayers. Then Esther went to see the
king, she invited both the king and Haman to 2 banquets (feasts). At the banquets
the king was so happy and asked Esther what she wanted. Esther asked the king to
save her and her people. She told the king that Haman wanted to kill them all. After
listening to Esther, the king ordered Haman to be killed. The people were saved
and they were so happy! Every year they celebrate this day, they call it the Feast of
Purim.

We must always do our best
and never give up.
God hears your prayers,
sees your hard work and
will make you successful.

“And you would be secure, because there is hope” (Job 11:18)
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“And you would be secure, because there is hope” (Job 11:18)
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Complete the crossword puzzle

Across
1. The name of the feast the Jews celebrate each year
3. Where did Esther live?
6. He wanted to kill all the Jewish people
7. She became the queen

Down
2. He took care of Esther
4. How many days did the people fast and pray?
5. Esther asked the king to ____ her and her people
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St. Barnabas encourages St. Paul the Apostle
Synaxarium- 21st day of the Coptic Month of Koiahk (Dec. 31)
The story of St. Barnabas encouraging St. Paul teaches us
the qualities of the children of God.
.
St. Barnabas was born in Cyprus from a rich family. His name was Joses. He went
to Jerusalem and became Christian. The disciples called him Barnabas; his name
means son of encouragement. St. Barnabas was a very encouraging person; this
means that he saw the good things in others and helped them to continue in it.

St. Barnabas was also a giving person. The people of the early Church
shared everything and gave happily to the poor people. St. Barnabas sold
his field and gave the money to the apostles.
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One of the people St. Barnabas encouraged was
St. Paul the apostle. Before St. Paul became
Christian, he treated Christians badly. But when
the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him, he treated
people better.
The Christians in Jerusalem couldn’t believe that
St. Paul was now a good person, they feared him.

St. Barnabas told them that the Lord Jesus Christ
appeared to St. Paul, he became Christian and
preached to many people, just like them.
St. Barnabas helped the apostles not to fear him.

When St. Barnabas preached in
Antioch there were many believers,
he needed help with the service,
so he took his friend St. Paul with
him. They spent one year in Antioch
telling everyone about our Lord
Jesus Christ.
St. Barnabas obeyed the verse:
“Uphold the weak, be patient with all” (1 Thessalonians 5:14)
St. Barnabas continued to serve and preach in many places until he was
martyred in Cyprus. We celebrate his feast on the 21st day of Koiahk (Dec 31).
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“Uphold the weak, be patient with all” (1 Thessalonians 5:14)

14

St. Paul and St. Barnabas told many people about the Lord Jesus Christ.
Read Acts 14:8-18 and circle the things that St. Paul and St. Barnabas did.
Draw a line through the things they did not do. Number the things they did in
the correct order that they occurred.

_____

said, “Stand up straight on your feet!”

_____

went to a park

_____

ate bread and fruit

_____

saw a lame man, who never walked

_____

told people they were not gods

_____

jumped up and down

_____

healed a lame man

_____

sang songs

_____

went to Lystra

_____

told others about the Lord Jesus Christ
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St. Abakragoun
Synaxarium- 25th day of the Coptic Month of Epep (August 1)
The story of St. Abakragoun teaches us that when we return to
our Lord Jesus Christ, we are truly happy.
.

St. Abakragoun was born in a town called
El Batanon. His parents worshipped
idols. Abakragoun was a thief; one day
he went with two of his friends to steal
from an older monk's cell.

They found the monk praying in his cell,
they decided to wait until he finished his
prayers. They waited and waited but the
monk did not stop praying, he continued
to pray all night.

The thieves told Abakragoun to attack the monk now or leave. Abakragoun didn’t
want to hurt the monk because he was touched by his prayers.
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In the morning, when the old monk came
out of his cell Abakragoun asked the monk
to forgive them. The monk forgave them
and offered them food and water and
talked to them about our Lord Jesus Christ.
He told them the Lord Jesus Christ waits
for sinners to repent their sins and that
there will be joy in heaven for this person.
As the Holy Bible says:
“there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents”
(Luke 15:7)

The most important thing to do when we
do something wrong is return right away
to our Lord Jesus Christ, tell Him we are
sorry, ask Him to forgive us and ask for
help not to do it again.
Abakragoun and the thieves thought
carefully about what they heard. They
repented and confessed their sins. They
were baptized and became monks. They
fasted, prayed, and read the Holy Bible
to know our Lord Jesus Christ more and
obey His words.

17

The old monk told Abakragoun that he would receive the crown of martyrdom.
The saint suffered in many places for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He went to the city of Samanoud and did many miracles. By his prayers,
he raised the daughter of the minister from the dead. The minister along with
his wife and daughter became Christians.

St. Abakragoun was taken to Alexandria where
he received the crown of martyrdom. He asked
the Lord Jesus Christ that his body be returned to
his town El Batanon. The Christians built a church
in El Batanon, named it St. Abakragoun Church
and placed his body there.
We celebrate the martyrdom of St. Abakragoun
on the 25th day of Epep (August 1).
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Below are pictures that lead us to the forgiveness of sins.
Put the pictures in the correct order

“there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents”
(Luke 15:7)
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The Church
Learning about the Church teaches us about building
on a strong foundation.
The Church is the House of God. our beloved Church has rites
(arrangement or order) because our God likes everything to be in
order.

The Church is like being in heaven on earth.
The Church shows us the importance of the Church in our life.
The Church builds us, corrects us, and nurtures us.

The Church building can be in 3 shapes:
1- A ship: The Church protects us from any danger.
The shape of the ship reminds us of Noah’s ark where the
people were saved from the flood, likewise the Church
can protect and save us.
2-

A Cross: Our Lord Jesus Christ died for us on the Cross
to save us so we can go to Heaven. The Church is the
way to heaven.

3- A circle: The circle has no beginning and no end, just like
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Iconostasis:
• It can be made of wood, bricks or
marble.
• It separates the altar and the
chancel (where the deacons
stand).
• On top of the iconostasis there is
a large cross.
• It has three doors with crosses
and icons of the saints.
• The iconostasis in the front of the Church allows us to direct our eyes to
heaven. The icons on it reminds us of all the saints that worked hard to get
to heaven. We ask the saints to pray for us.
The Bosom of the Father
• It is placed in the east part of the Church.
• Inside the altar, there is a semi-circle wall, it looks
like the open arms of the Lord Jesus Christ.
• It has the icon of the Lord Jesus Christ sitting on the
throne.
• The Lord Jesus Christ holds the earth with one hand
because He is the Pantocrator, He controls the
Heaven and the Earth.
• The Lord Jesus Christ holds the shepherd staff in the
other hand because He is the Good Shepherd who
takes care of us.
• In front of the icon there is a lantern (small lamp)
that is always on. This reminds us that God always
watches over and protects His children.
Everything in the Church has a meaning that teaches us about our God.
“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts” (Psalms 84:1)
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“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts” (Psalms 84:1)
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Complete the crossword puzzle

Across
3. It is in the front of the Church with
icons of the saints.
6. It is always on in front of the icon
in The Bosom of the Father.
9. The Lord Jesus Christ is holding this.
10. In the Bosom of the Father the
Lord Jesus Christ is sitting on this.
11. The saints worked hard to get
there.

Down
1. The Lord Jesus Christ used this to save
us.
2. The Bosom of the Father is in this part
of the Church.
4. No beginning and no end.
5. This shape reminds us that the Church
protects us.
7. How many doors are on the
iconostasis?
8. The House of God.
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1. “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us;
therefore we His servants will arise and build” Nehemiah 2:20

2. The First hour of the Agpeya (Prime)Pauline Epistle (Ephesians 4:1-5)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit,
just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism.
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Coptic Alphabet
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Group Hymn
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