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BE READY
St. Mark’s Festival 2018 Anthem
Your treasure is heaven, home and blessing
Abide in church to get to heaven
With genuine faith, my church's grace
God Himself has put in place
2x

Be an icon for Christianity,
The fathers' teachings its centrality
With firm doctrine based on the Bible
In the world a mighty fort
God, He grows it and He nurtures
The seed planted by Mari Morcos
A service increased by Habib Guirguis
We reap its fruits for years and years

The Spirit of God inside us whispers
For heaven be ready
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How God Prepared the World for His Incarnation
Learning about how God prepared the world for His incarnation
teaches us what it means to be ready.
God loves man so much:
• God prepared the world and everything in it for man.
• God distinguished man from all other creatures by breathing the breath of life
into him.
• God created man in His own image and gave man free will.
God told Adam he could eat from all the trees of the garden
except for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
God could have prevented Adam and Eve from eating from
this tree, but He created Adam and gave him free will, and
Adam chose to eat from the tree.

Adam listened to the serpent instead of God. Adam disobeyed God and sinned,
then all human beings also fell because we are the sons and daughters of Adam.
Consequences of the sin:
•
•
•

Death (death here means being separated from God)
“in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die”
Sin corrupted their nature
Adam could no longer live in the garden of Eden
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How do we regain life?
•
•

The death sentence had to be removed
The corrupt nature had to be renewed

God had to be incarnated (born like us) to redeem us;
He sent us the Old Testament full of prophecies and
symbols of the Lord Jesus Christ to prepare the world for
His incarnation.
“When the fullness of the time had come,
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman”
Galatians 4:4

Fullness of the time is the time chosen by God to prepare the world to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ the Savior.
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How did God prepare the world for His incarnation?
1- God prepared His people, taught them who He was and introduced His
commandments to them:
• God chose certain people to become His people. These people believed in God.
They spread the commandments of God to others, then the Lord Jesus Christ was
born from them to save us.
•

The Septuagint (Translation of the Old Testament):
Greek was the language spoken at that time. The Greek
king assigned 72 Jewish elders to translate the Old
Testament from Hebrew to Greek. This allowed
everybody to read about the prophecies and symbols
written in the Old Testament, preparing them for
salvation.

2- God prepared the roads:
The Roman Empire followed the Greek Empire.
Before the Lord Jesus Christ was born the Romans
controlled the entire world. Travelling from one
country to another was so difficult because the roads
were not paved. The Roman empire began paving the
roads allowing people to travel. This made it easier for
the disciples and apostles to spread the Word of God
to everyone.
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3- God prepared certain people to receive the Savior:
Saint Mary: God chose a pure girl from His people to
carry His Son. St. Mary had a heart full of love for
everyone. She loved praying and serving. She was wise,
calm and humble.

Saint Joseph the Carpenter: God chose St. Joseph to
take care of St. Mary. He had an important role in
protecting Saint Mary and the Lord Jesus Christ as a
child.

Saint John the Baptist: His role was to prepare the
people to receive our Lord Jesus Christ. He baptized
them and told them to repent. Then St. John baptized
our Lord Jesus Christ in the Jordan River.

This is how the world was prepared to receive the Savior at the fullness of time.

“This is the Lord, we have waited for Him.
We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation”
Isaiah 25:9
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“This is the Lord, we have waited for Him.
We will be glad and rejoice in His salvation” Isaiah 25:9
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Find the words below in the word search
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DISCIPLES
GOOD
JOSEPH
MARY
PROPHECIES
SALVATION
SINNED

The Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30
By learning about the Parable of the Talents and the importance of the
talents God gives us we learn how to be ready.
we learn how to be ready.
Our Lord Jesus Christ told the Parable of Talents to His
disciples when they asked Him about Heaven and the
second coming. He wants us to know how to prepare
ourselves to enter Heaven.
God loves us so much that He was incarnated,
crucified for us and saved us. Then, He ascended into
Heavens to prepare a place for us.

“I told you, I go to prepare a place for you” John 14:2
When our Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven two angels told the people watching that He
will come again.
“Why do you stand gazing up into Heavens? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you
into Heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into Heaven” Acts 1:11
In our Lord Jesus Christ’s second coming, He will take those who are ready to live joyfully
with Him in heaven.
“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne” Revelation 3:21

9

Read Matthew 25:14-30 and fill on the blanks:

Find…

?

Word or Verse

A word or a verse
that you do not
understand.
A word or a verse
that you like.
A word or a verse
that you really
like and you are
going to apply in
your life.
A word or a verse
that God asked
you to do.

Discuss with your servant:

Types of talents:

What’s your talent?
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Meaning

This parable tells us about a man who was traveling to
a far country. He called his servants and gave one of
them 5 talents, another servant 2 talents and the last
servant 1 talent.
The talent is money (approximately 10,000 Dinars and
1 Dinar is the daily wage of a worker). Although the
master loved all the servants equally, he didn’t give
them equal talents. He gave them talents according to
their abilities and skills. And he left without telling them
what to do with their talents.
The servant who received 5 talents worked hard and
received 5 more talents. The second servant also
worked hard and received 2 more talents. Both servants
were preparing for the return of their master.
However, the third servant did not do any work.
He made a hole in the ground and buried his talent.
He didn’t waste or improve it.
When the master returned, the 2 servants who received
extra talents were so happy. The master rewarded the
two of them saying:
“Well done good and faithful servant,
you were faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
Matthew 25:21
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It is not important how many talents we receive, the
most important thing is to work hard to improve our
talents.
The master praised them for their honesty and took
the 1 talent from the last servant and gave it the
servant who had 10 talents because he was faithful.

To understand the parable, you need to know the hidden symbols and their meanings:
Ø The Master is our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ø The servants are us.
Ø The talents are the skills, abilities and responsibilities that God has given to us such as:
1- The individual talents: Our own talents like drawing, playing music, sports,
nice voice, reading, being sociable…).
2- The talent of time: God gives everyone 24 hours a day. He expects us to
organize our time, set specific time for playing, time for studying, time to
spend with our family, and time for praying and reading the Holy Bible.
3- The talent of our body: We should keep our body healthy by exercising,
playing sports and eating healthy food.
4- The talent of our country: The country we live in is considered a talent, we
need to protect it and keep it clean.
And many other talents...
5- What’s your talent? Write down the talents God has given you and think
of how you can improve them.
God gave each of us talents. Talents are a free gift from God, He wants us to improve
them to be used to benefit ourselves and to serve the people around us.
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“Well done good and faithful servant, you were faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
Matthew 25:21
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Complete the crossword puzzle.

Across

Down

3. Skills, abilities and responsibilities that
God has given to us.

1. When our Lord Jesus Christ ascended, who
told the people He will come again?

5. What did the disciples ask the Lord
Jesus Christ about?

2. How many more talents did the servant
who received 5 talents receive?

6. What we can do for others with our
talents.

3. What did the master give his servants?

8. “Well done good and _______ servant”
9. Who will go to Heaven? Those who are
_____.

4. How many servants received talents?
7. What did the third servant do with his
talent?
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St. Samuel the Confessor
Synaxarium- 8th day of the Coptic Month of Koiahk (Dec. 17)
The life of St. Samuel the Confessor teaches us how to turn away from
false teachings. False teachings are any doctrine that is not given to
us from the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
St. Samuel was born in the villages of the diocese of
Masil. Arselaos his father was a priest and Quosmane
his mother raised him in the Christian faith. They
taught him to pray, fast, go to church and he was
ordained a deacon. When he grew up he refused to
get married. He wanted to become a monk and
devote his life to God.
After his mother departed, his father saw a vision. An
angel told him that his son will be a great monk and
will have many disciples. Later, his father also
departed, and Samuel decided to make his dream
come true, he sold all his possessions and gave all his
money to the poor. Then he went to the desert of
Scetes.
Samuel was confused where to go, he prayed to God
to guide him. An angel appeared to him and guided
him to St. Macarius Monastery.

He became the disciple of St. Agathon and stayed
with him for 3 years until St. Agathon departed.
Then St. Samuel was ordained a priest for
St. Macarius Church.
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At that time, the Roman emperor was trying to force the Christians of Egypt to accept a false
teaching called Leo's Tome (it was a letter from Leo, a bishop of Rome). This letter
said that our Lord Jesus Christ cannot be both Man and God at the same time.

God was incarnate and born from the Virgin St. Mary and
became man. His humanity and divinity never separated.
He had both the human and the divine natures all the time.

God performed miracles and taught a lot with His Divinity.
God also ate, slept, bore sufferings, felt thirst and hunger with his Humanity.
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A messenger came carrying Leo's Tome, and asked all the
monks to sign it accepting the wrong teaching. However,
the monks refused to sign it.

The messenger returned to have the monks sign it again,
Abba Samuel stood up courageously ripped the letter and
encouraged the other monks not to change their orthodox
faith. The messenger became so angry that he ordered
St. Samuel to be beaten and tortured.

One of the strikes hit his right eye and he lost his eye.
Then he was taken out from the monastery. An angel
appeared to him and told him to live in the Qalamoun
Mountain. He went there and built a monastery.

St. Samuel was ready to defend his faith and the
true orthodox teachings!

While he was in the Qalamoun Mountain, the Barbarians
attacked the monastery and kidnapped St. Samuel.
(Barbarians did not worship God, they worshiped the sun).
They asked St. Samuel to worship and offer incense to their
god, the sun. When St. Samuel refused, the chief of the
Barbarians became very angry and ordered St. Samuel to
be beaten.
God was always with him and encouraged him.
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One day the son of the chief of the Barbarians became
sick. St. Samuel prayed for him and God healed the
boy. The chief was very happy and apologized for all
that he had done to the saint.
He rewarded St. Samuel and allowed him to return to
the monastery. The monks were so happy to see him
again. Thousands of monks became his disciples.
St. Mary appeared to him and told him, “This place will
carry my house forever”, and from that day they never
attacked this monastery again.
He stayed in this monastery until his departure on the
8th day of the Coptic month of Koiahk (December 17)
and his body is kept in his monastery till today.
A confessor is a saint who suffers persecution and
tortures for his faith, this is why we call him St. Samuel
the Confessor. St. Samuel lost his eye because he was
always ready to defend the faith.
He obeyed the verse:
“We command you brethren in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw from every brother who walks
in disorderly and not according to the
tradition which he received from us”
2 Thessalonians 3:6

Our Church teaches us to hold fast to the faith and teachings we received from our Church
Fathers. This is the true faith that cannot be changed, and we are ready to defend it no
matter what would happen to us. This is exactly what St. Samuel the Confessor did!

18

“We command you brethren in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you withdraw from every brother who walks in disorderly and not
according to the tradition which he received from us” 2 Thessalonians 3:6
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David the Loving Servant
The story of David teaches us how to always give love to everyone.
David is the son of Jesse of Bethlehem. His name
means "the beloved".

He was so loving and was ready to serve
everyone. The Holy Bible describes him as a man
after the Lord’s heart. (Acts 13:22)

He was a good shepherd (he looks after the sheep
of his father), a king, a leader and a singer (he was
called the sweet singer of Israel).

He learned to play the harp.

He was the youngest among his brothers and
sisters (7 brothers and 2 sisters). (1 Chronicles
2:13-17)
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1- David served in his father’s house:
One day while he was feeding his father’s sheep,
a bear and a lion attacked the sheep and took one
of them. David was brave and loved his sheep.
He went after the bear and the lion, struck them
and returned the sheep to the flock.
David was faithful in the little responsibility he had,
so God gave him bigger responsibilities. God chose
David to be king after Saul. God asked Samuel the
prophet to go the house of Jesse and anoint David
king.
“The spirit of the Lord came upon David from
that day forward” 1 Samuel 16:13
The Lord always supported him. David was always
ready to serve; he even served King Saul with
humility and love.

2- David served King Saul:
King Saul disobeyed God’s commandments. Saul always felt troubled because he left God
and the Spirit of God left him. To make King Saul feel better David would play the harp for
him until he felt better. Saul loved David very much and made him his armorbearer.

21

3- David served God:
David’s father sent him to check on his brothers who went
to the war. There he heard Goliath (the strongest man in
the army of the Philistines) reproaching the armies of
Israel for 40 days. He saw how King Saul and all the armies
of Israel were afraid. He was ready to help his people and
fight him. Goliath took his sword, spear and javelin, and
David took only 5 small stones, a sling and a stick and
above all the name of the Lord.
“You come to me with a sword, with a spear and with a
javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of
Hosts, the God of Armies of Israel, whom you have
defied.” (1 Samuel 17: 45).
David ran towards Goliath, he took out a stone and slung
it. It hit Goliath in the head and he fell, David took
Goliath’s sword and killed him.
4- David served the weak and the expelled:
After David conquered Goliath. The people shouted and
chanted for David more than they did for Saul.
Saul became so angry, he tried many times to kill David.
Once when Saul tried to kill him, David hid in a cave called
the Cave of Adullam. All his relatives and those who were
distressed gathered to see David. They were about 400
men. David took care of them and they stayed with him
until the day he reigned king after the death of Saul.
5- David served his kingdom:
From the moment he became king, David was ready to
make his kingdom the best. He looked for the Ark of
Covenant and returned it to the Tabernacle. And he
regulated the kingdom in a clever way.
“And let us not grow weary while doing good,
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart” Galatians 6:9
Always be ready to serve anyone and at all times; you will bring joy to them and you will
have joy in the service as well.
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Match the question with the correct answer.
1. What was the name of David’s
father?
.

2. What instrument did David learn
to play?
3. What attacked David’s sheep?

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

.

4. Who did David become king after?
.

5. Who anointed David king?
.

6. Who was the strongest man in the
army of the Philistines?
.

7. How many stones did David take
with him to fight Goliath?
.

8. What did David return to the
Tabernacle?
.
.

9. How did the people celebrate
David’s victory?
.

10. Where did David hide from Saul?
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Shouting and chanting
A cave
Samuel
Goliath
Bear and Lion
Five
Harp
Saul
Jesse
The Ark of Covenant

Our Church is the Mother of the Martyrs
By learning about the heroes of our great church we learn the joy
we can receive when we are ready.
Our Church has heroes who gave up their lives for their
faith; they were sure that heaven is a place far better than
earth and they wanted to reach it. That's why they accepted
many sufferings and witnessed to God. Our Church is still
strong and alive even until today thanks to her martyrs.
The word martyr in Coptic and Greek is martiros.
Our Church has many martyrs who sacrificed their lives for
their faith. They were certain that by giving up on this life
on Earth they will win something more precious in Heaven.
They faced many difficulties and tortures, but God
protected them till they achieved their martyrdom
The martyrs have a strong faith and are ready to confess
their faith before everyone. The Church has many martyrs
of different ages and that’s why it is called the Church of
martyrs. The martyrs gave their lives happily and with
courage and God gave them the grace and strength at the
time of their suffering when they confessed their faith.

“You are of God,
little children,
You have overcome them
because He who is in you
is greater than
he who is in the world.”
1 John 4:4
24

Our Home is Heaven:
On the day of our baptism, Heaven becomes our home.
God allows us to live on Earth to glorify His name and
prepare ourselves to live in Heaven. We long for Heaven,
and we live faithfully on Earth and witness to God;
to deserve living with Him and all the martyrs in Heaven.
Martyrs’ are Honored in Heaven and on Earth:
They have a great honor. The Holy Bible tells us how
St. Stephen saw the Heavens open and saw our Lord Jesus
Christ in His glory. This is why our Church honors the saints
and martyrs in different ways.

How our Church honors the Saints and Martyrs:
1- The Coptic Church organized a special calendar, the
Coptic Calendar. It was started in 284 A.D., the
beginning of the reign of Diocletian. His reign was a
time of great persecution to the Christians that the
Coptic calendar is also called the Martyrs’ Calendar. The
Church celebrates the first day of the year which is the
Martyrs’ feast, El Nayrouz, or the New Coptic Year.
2- The Church teaches us about intercession,
an important doctrine of our Church. Intercessions are
when we ask the saints, our friends in heaven, to pray
for us before the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the continuous
connection between the saints in heaven and the
believers on earth.
3- We name our churches after them.
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4- The Church celebrates their martyrdom days and honors
their relics.
5- We draw beautiful icons of the martyrs and place them
inside the church to remind us of their stories. We also light
candles in front of their icons because they were the light
of the world.
6- The priest offers incense in front of their icons during the
Holy Liturgy which represents the connection between
earth and heaven (we ask for their prayers and they pray
for us).
7- During the Midnight Praises and the Holy Liturgy, we chant
hymns for them (to honor them and ask for their
intercessions).
8- The Church gathered the martyrs' stories. Saint Julius of
Aqfahs cared for the relics and wrote the stories of the lives
of all the saints which we read in the Synaxarium during the
Holy Liturgy.
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Discuss with your servant and answer the questions below.
1.
Who is your church named after?
_________________________________
2.

When do we celebrate the feast of this saint?
_________________________________
3.
Is this saint a martyr?
_________________________________
4.
How was this saint martyred?
_________________________________
5.

What is a special virtue about this saint?
_________________________________
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1. “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.” Matthew 24:44

2. Gospel of the 3rd Hour (John 14:26-15:4)
When the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
has come, He shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all
things that I have said unto you. My peace I leave with you, My peace I give
unto you: not as the world gives do I give unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard how I said unto you, “I go
away, and come again unto you.” If you loved Me, you would rejoice,
because I said, “I go unto the Father,” for My Father is greater than I. And
now I have told you before it comes to pass, that, when it comes to pass,
you might believe. I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world
comes, and has nothing in Me. But that the world may know that I love the
Father; and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do: arise, let us go
from here.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not
bear fruit He takes away: and every branch
that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bring
forth more fruit. Now you are clean through
the word which I have spoken unto you.
Abide in Me, and I in you.
Glory be to God forever, Amen.
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Our Lord spent about 4 years in Egypt as a baby.
He spoke to the people in Egypt in their language,
which was the Coptic language at that time.

THE COPTIC ALPHABET
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