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BE READY
St. Mark’s Festival 2018 Anthem
Your treasure is heaven, home and blessing
Abide in church to get to heaven
With genuine faith, my church's grace
God Himself has put in place
2x

Be an icon for Christianity,
The fathers' teachings its centrality
With firm doctrine based on the Bible
In the world a mighty fort
God, He grows it and He nurtures
The seed planted by Mari Morcos
A service increased by Habib Guirguis
We reap its fruits for years and years

The Spirit of God inside us whispers
For heaven be ready
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Abraham, the Man of Faith
Learning about Abraham, the Man of Faith
teaches us what it means to be ready.
Abraham, the patriarch (the father of fathers) lived a life of readiness. He experienced many
hardships, yet he had a strong faith in all the promises of God.
1- He was obedient (Genesis 12:1-9)
Abram (Abraham) was born in Ur of the Chaldeans. It was
a very rich country but worshiped idols. Abraham lived
with his wife Sarai (Sarah), his father Terah and his
brothers in Ur of the Chaldeans but his heart was devoted
to God despite all the idol worshipers around him.
God wanted to have His own people who would live
among the pagans and spread His commandments. Then
God would be born from them to save us. God chose
Abram and asked him to move twice, each time, Abram
was very obedient and had great faith in God.
The first time God asked Abram to leave his country he
was in Ur of the Chaldeans, the Lord told Abram, “Get out
of your country, from your family and from your father’s
house, to a land that I will show you”. Immediately Abram
left his country, he took his wife, his father and Lot his
nephew and they dwelt in Haran for 15 years until the
death of his father Terah.
The second time God asked Abram to move from Haran to
Canaan. God promised that in Canaan he will become a
great nation, he will be blessed, and his name will be so
great.
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Abram was 75 years old when he took his wife Sarai and Lot
his nephew and left Haran. Once he reached Canaan he built
an altar and thanked the Lord. Afterwards he moved to a
place called Bethel where he placed his tents and built
another altar to thank the Lord. He had faith and was always
ready to obey God.
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out
to the place which he would receive as an inheritance.
And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”
(Hebrews 11:8)
2. He was loving (Genesis 13:1-18 and 14:1-24)
There was a famine in the land, so Abram left Canaan and
went to Egypt. And after some time, he returned to Bethel
and lived with Lot. Abram was very rich and had livestock. One
day there was a strife (conflict) between the herdsmen of
Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s. Abram loved his
nephew, so he told Lot: “Please let be no strife between you
and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for
we are brethren.” (Genesis 13:8)
Although Abram was older than Lot, he asked Lot to choose where he wanted to live.
Lot chose the best place and moved towards the Jordan and lived in Sodom, while Abram
lived in Canaan. God spoke to Abram and promised to give him and his descendants all the
land.
Abram heard about the attack on Sodom and Gomorrah and
that his nephew Lot was taken captive along with all his
livestock and possessions. Abram went to save his nephew.
He took 318 men of his servants and was able to get Lot back
along with all his goods and possessions.
Abram's actions showed his love towards others which was a
result of his faith in God.
After the war, God told Abram: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward.” (Genesis 15:1) God promised Abram that his descendants will be as many as
the stars in the sky. “And he believed in the Lord and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6)
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3- He was ready to offer his son as a burnt offering to God (Genesis 17-22)
Abram was 99 years old when God appeared to him and made
a covenant with him. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham
(which means a father of many nations) and Sarai’s name to
Sarah (which means princess). God also promised to give
Abraham a son from Sarah.

One day, 3 men (God and two angels) went to visit Abraham. God
promised Abraham and Sarah that they will have a son in one
year. Although Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90
years old God kept His promise and gave them a son named Isaac
(which means son of laughter), we call Isaac the son of the
promise.

When Isaac was a young boy God wanted to test Abraham’s faith.
He asked Abraham to offer his son as an offering to Him. God
knew that Abraham’s faith is the strongest, He knew that
Abraham trusted all the promises, yet he tested him so the entire
world would know about his faith.

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac … concluding that God was able
to raise him up, even from the dead.” (Hebrews 11:17-19)
Early in the morning Abraham took his son, and 2 of his servants to
the place that the Lord told him to go. He asked the servants to wait
and took his son up the mountain. Isaac carried the wood of the
offering, then he asked his father about the lamb they were going
to offer. Abraham answered: “My son, God will provide for Himself
the lamb for a burnt offering”.
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Then Abraham built the altar and placed the wood. He took his son and laid him on the
altar. Abraham stretched out his hand, but the angel of God called him saying:
“Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” (Genesis 22:12)
God sent them a ram to offer instead of Isaac. Abraham
heard a voice from heaven saying: “Because you have done
this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son,
blessing I will bless you and multiplying I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand
which is on the seashore, and your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:16-18).
God rewarded Abraham for his strong faith and trust and promised him many
descendants. This blessing meant that the Lord Jesus Christ will come from the
descendants of Abraham.
All those who have great faith and obey the Lord just like Abraham
will receive great blessings.
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Activity
Because Abraham showed complete trust in God the Lord made him a promise.
Complete the math problems to decode what God said to Abraham.

A=1
B=2
C=3
D=4
E=5

F= 6
G=7
H=8
I=9
J=10

K=11
L=12
M=13
N=14
O=15

P=16
Q=17
R=18
S=19
T=20

U=21
V=22
W=23
X=24
Y=25

Z=26

“blessing I will ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ you, and multiplying I will multiply
5-3

6+6

4+1 10+9 11+8

your ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ as the
2+2

10-5 10+9 8-5

3+2

7+7

3+1

9-8

7+7 12+8 15+4

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ of the heaven and as the ___ ___ ___ ___
12+7 15+5

9-8

9+9 5+14

5+14

7-6

6+8

2+2

which is on the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___; and your
4+15 2+3

9-8

20-1 12-4 7+8

9+9

6-1

descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.
In your seed ___ ___ ___ the nations of the earth shall be
3-2

14-2 4+8

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ , because you have ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
1+1

3+9 12-7 5+14 21-2

7-2

12-8

25-10 9-7

My voice.” Genesis 22:17-18
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11-6 15+10 2+3 10-6

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13
Learning about the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins
teaches us how to be ready.
we learn how to be ready.

Our Lord Jesus Christ used parables, which are stories, to explain spiritual matters in an easy
way for us to understand. He told this parable to His disciples on the Tuesday, of the week
of His crucifixion. When the disciples asked the Lord Jesus Christ about heaven and the
second coming He told them this parable about the Wise and Foolish Virgins.
What’s the second coming? Our Lord loves us so much
that He was incarnated, crucified, rose from the dead
and saved us. He ascended into the Heavens to prepare
a place for us “I go to prepare a place for you” (John
14:2)
During the Ascension, the angels assured the disciples
that our Lord is coming back again “Why do you stand
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as
you saw Him go to heaven” (Acts 1:11)
In the second coming, our Lord Jesus Christ will take those who are ready to live with Him
to the most beautiful place, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians
2:9)
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EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE:
Read Matthew 25:1-13, the first word of parable is Then (the second coming of our Lord)
and how we can prepare ourselves. The Church reads this parable every day during the
Midnight Prayers, reminding us that we all need to be prepared just like the wise virgins.
• The Bridegroom - Our Lord Jesus Christ.
• Virgins who took their lamps - All the believers who were baptized and anointed with
the Myron oil (Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of Confirmation).
• Number five- Our five senses, they are the gates of the body and we must keep them
pure.
In the Sacrament of Baptism and the
Sacrament of Confirmation, we become
children of God. The Holy Spirit lives in
us and purifies us.

• Wise Virgins - Those who are always prepared for heaven.
• Foolish Virgins - Those who are not prepared.
• Oil - Work of the Holy Spirit in us (good works). We need to
read the Holy Bible, pray, fast and partake of the Holy
Communion to have a relationship with our Lord Jesus
Christ. This will keep the oil in our lamps, so the light
doesn’t burn out.

• Slept - passed away from this world
• Midnight – Time we are unaware of. Which refers to the
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
• Crying - Sounds of the angels with their trumpets
announcing the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The wise virgins could not help the foolish virgins by giving them their oil. We cannot share
our good works on earth with anyone else.
“No lest there should not be enough for us and you, but go
rather to those who sell and buy for yourselves” but when
they went to buy some oil, it was too late and the bridegroom
came and those who were ready went with Him to Heaven
and live happily forever.

When the foolish virgins arrived, the door was closed. They
called someone to open the door for them (for God to give
them another chance) but God replied, “I do not know you”.
“Watch therefore for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the
Son of Man is coming” (Matthew 25:13)
STEPS TO PREPARE OURSELVES TO BE READY FOR HEAVEN:
1- We are sanctified by God (from the moment we are
baptized and anointed with the oil). The devil is always
trying to keep us away from God.
2- We must work hard to have a strong relationship with
God. The body is weak, and can become lazy keeping us
from practicing good works.
3- We should always be ready because we do not know
when the second coming is.
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Activity
Write down what each symbol is and what it means.

‘
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Pope Cyril (Kyrillos) the First,
24th Patriarch, The Pillar of Faith
Synaxarium- 3rd day of the Coptic Month of Epep (July 10)
The life of St. Cyril the First teaches us how to turn away from false
teachings. False teachings are any doctrine that is not given to
us from the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
Pope Cyril was born to a good Christian family.
His uncle, Pope Theophilus the 23rd Pope, sent him
to the School of Alexandria (which was the best
school at that time) to study Greek, Hebrew and
Syrian languages. Afterwards, his uncle sent him to
St. Macarius Monastery in the wilderness and he
became a disciple to St. Serapion. St. Cyril stayed
there for 5 years studying the Holy Bible and the
Church rituals. God gave him a great gift, he could
memorize a book just by reading it once.
Pope Theophilus sent him back to Alexandria and
ordained him a deacon then a priest. He was such
a good preacher, he could capture the heart of
anyone who listened to his sermons.
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When Pope Theophilus departed, the congregation agreed on
having St. Cyril as their new pope. He became the 24th Patriarch
of Alexandria and he was always ready to defend the true faith.

He defended the faith against the Heresy of Nestorius.
1- Nestorius said that the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ was
separate from His humanity. This means that God
performed miracles with His divinity and when He was
thirsty and hungry that was His humanity. Thus, denying the
one nature of God incarnate, that the Lord Jesus Christ had
both the human and divine natures all the time.
2- Nestorius also denied that the Virgin Mary was the Mother
of God (Theotokos).

Nestorius spread his false teachings among the people of Constantinople which made Pope
Cyril very upset. Every year He sent resurrection messages to the entire world. So, he took
this opportunity and sent messages to the churches explaining the false beliefs of Nestorius.
These messages included:
• Verses from the Holy Bible proving the divinity of our Lord Jesus
Christ:
- “Great is the mystery of godliness, God was manifested in
the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16)
-

“Behold the virgin shall be with child and bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel which is translated God
with us” (Isaiah 7:14)

• Teachings of the Church Fathers: The word “Theotokos” (Mother
of God) was first used by Pope Athanasius, Pope Theophilus and
other Fathers to describe the Virgin St. Mary.
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“The divinity and humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ are united without mingling,
confusion or alteration” (as we say in the Holy Liturgy). Pope Cyril compares this to when
iron and fire are combined. A blacksmith only strikes the iron, he doesn’t strike the fire,
however the two are combined. The fire keeps its properties and the iron also keeps its
properties.

Nestorius was not convinced by the messages sent to him by Pope
Cyril. So, the Pope called for an Ecumenical Council to discuss the
issue. The Emperor invited all the Bishops to attend the Council in the
city of Ephesus in 431 AD. It was attended by 200 Bishops and
presided by Pope Cyril.
The decisions of the Council of Ephesus:
• Excommunicating Nestorius and his followers
• Adding the introduction to the Creed (We exalt you the Mother of the true
Light).
Pope Cyril the Great defended the true faith:
1. Wrote many spiritual books
2. Wrote books to explain the Holy Bible
3. His messages against the heresy of Nestorius
4. The Holy Liturgy (St. Cyril Liturgy)

The Church calls Pope Cyril the shining light of the Coptic
Orthodox Church and The Pillar of Faith for all he has done to
defend the true faith.
Our Church celebrates his departure on the 3rd day of the
Coptic month of Epep (July 10).
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Activity

Across
2. We call St. Cyril the ____ of Faith
4. Pope Cyril became a disciple to him
5. The Lord Jesus Christ was thirsty and
hungry
9. Pope Cyril's uncle
10. Where the Council was held

Down
1. The Lord Jesus Christ performed
miracles
3. Monastery where Pope Cyril stayed
6. Heresy Pope Cyril refuted
7. What St. Cyril became after Pope
Theophilus departed
8. Mother of God
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Ezra, the Dedicated Servant
The story of Ezra teaches us how to always give love to everyone.
Long ago, the people of God were only one kingdom, but later it was divided into 2 parts;
the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom. The people of The Kingdom of Israel
(Northern Kingdom) with Samaria as its capital were exiled to Assyria. While the people of
the Kingdom of Judah (the Southern Kingdom) with Jerusalem as its capital were exiled to
Babylon. (Exile means a king of a strange country and his army carry away everything in the
country, its men, youth and even the workers back to his country).
God allowed the exile of His people because they were living in sin and stopped obeying His
commandments. The Northern Kingdom was exiled first then the Southern. After some time,
a new kingdom emerged, the Kingdom of Persia, it was much stronger than the Kingdom of
Babylon. Cyrus, the king of Persia allowed the Israelites to return to Jerusalem again. They
returned in 3 stages after 70 years of exile
The 3 Stages:
1- Zerubbabel the leader (after 70 years of exile)
2- Ezra the leader (80 years after the return of the first group)
3- Nehemiah the leader (after 13 years of the second group)

Ezra the priest, the scribe (the writer) and dedicated servant was born during the exile from
the tribe of Levi. His name means God is my helper. Although he was a priest, he couldn’t
perform his duties in the exile. They couldn’t build an altar outside Jerusalem.
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We call Ezra the scribe (writer):
1. He studied the word of God “a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses” (Ezra 7:6)
2. He wrote the Holy Books by hand because there were no printers at that time.
“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord and to do it,
and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel” (Ezra 7:10)
3. He collected the Books of the Old Testament.
4. He wrote the Book of Ezra, explaining how they returned from exile in two stages, the
first stage (Ezra 1-6) and the second stage (Ezra 7-10)

We call Ezra the dedicated servant:
1. He was ready to serve his people in the exile.
Ezra was the counselor for King Artaxerxes. He wrote the
commandments of God and taught them to his people.
He was so honest with the little he had, so God rewarded
him with more. King Artaxerxes trusted him and made him
the leader of those returning to Jerusalem.
The king gave Ezra silver, gold and freewill offerings to fulfill
the needs of the altar and resume the worship of God.
The king allowed him to take anything he needed from the
king’s treasury. He also gave him the authority to set or
remove judges who handled the people’s problems.
Ezra was so faithful in teaching the commandments of God
to the people and in working with the king. Ezra credited all
his success to the Lord (Ezra 7:27-28).
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2. He was ready to serve his people during their journey back from exile.
He was ready to serve his people even if it meant
leaving his prestigious job with the king and facing
hardships.
He spent 3 days planning the journey to lead the
people to Jerusalem. He noticed that there were no
Levites (those who served the altar) with them. So, he
sent for them and asked them to return to Jerusalem.
God's grace showed in their honoring his request.
Ezra did not ask the king for soldiers on the journey to
protect them because he trusted in God. He asked the
people to pray and fast, reminding them that God will
protect them along their way.
“So we fasted and entreated our God for this, and He
answered our prayer” (Ezra 8:23)

Ezra led the people for 4 months in the desert and God protected them until they
reached Jerusalem.
Once they arrived, they thanked the Lord for protecting them along the journey by
offering burnt offerings to the Lord for 3 days.

The
Orthodox
Creed

18

3. He was ready to serve his people in Jerusalem.
After spending a couple of months in Jerusalem, the
elders came to Ezra and told him that the people of
Israel married pagan women, and are ignoring God’s
commandments. He considered himself the sinner and
prayed “O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated
to lift up my face to you, my God for our iniquities have
risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has grown
up to the heavens” (Ezra 9:6)
While Ezra was fasting and praying, a large assembly of
people gathered around him, Ezra asked them to
repent and leave their pagan wives. They all listened to
him and agreed to his words “Yes, as you have said, so
we must do” (Ezra 10:12)
Ezra's prayers, fasting and tears... His love for others
and their repentance... and his trust in God was a
service to the people and to their repentance.
Ezra stayed in Jerusalem collecting the books of the Old
Testament until Nehemiah came with another group
from exile and built the walls. After that, the people
asked Ezra to read them and teach them the law.
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Activity

BOOKS
EXILE
JERUSALEM
LEVITES
PRAY
REPENT
SIN

COMMANDMENTS
EZRA
KINGDOM
NEHEMIAH
PRIEST
SCRIBE
THANK
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DEDICATED
FAST
LAW
OFFERINGS
PROTECT
SERVANT
ZERUBBABEL

Night of the Apocalypse
By learning about the Night of the Apocalypse we learn the joy
we can receive when we are ready.
This night prepares us for the resurrection and eternal life with the Lord Jesus Christ in His
eternal kingdom.
It’s one of the most beautiful nights of our Coptic Orthodox Church, we also call it Joyous
Saturday or Bright Saturday because our Lord Jesus Christ descended into Hades to take the
souls of all the saints to Paradise.
Before the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the souls of
the saints were waiting in Hades (the place where the spirits
of the good and the bad people waited after their death).
When Adam and Eve obeyed the serpent and ate from the
tree, they sinned, and all humans inherited this sin.
The consequence of this sin is death and we all inherited
this sentence of death and the corruption of our nature.
The only way we can regain life was by someone dying and
carrying our sins. Our Lord Jesus Christ was incarnated,
crucified and resurrected, removing the death sentence.
He saved us and renewed our corrupted nature. But only
those who are baptized and confess their sins, then partake
of the Holy communion deserve this salvation.
After the Lord Jesus Christ saved us, Paradise became the waiting area for the righteous until
His second coming. Hades became the waiting area for the evildoers.
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On this night the Church gathers around the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ to celebrate the
joy and offer God praise for our salvation and opening paradise.
The tomb of our Lord is represented by an icon of the Lord
Jesus Christ’s burial. On Good Friday in the 12th Hour, we
place the icon inside the altar and cover it with spices and
a white cloth. Then the congregation prays the Psalms
starting from Psalm 1 until Psalm 3 stopping at the words
‘I lay down and slept’. The other Psalms are prayed quietly
until we return to Church for the Night of the Apocalypse.
The Night of Apocalypse begins with:
First: Praises and Prayers of the prophets:
Psalm 151 (“I am the youngest of my brethren”):
The priest stands before the sanctuary holding the
book of Psalms, wrapped in a white linen. We begin
with the book of Psalms as it is the book of praises as
this is a special night of praises for our salvation.

The 1st Procession: The priest and the deacons proceed around the Church with
candles and crosses. They chant “Let us give thanks to the Lord” to thank the Lord
for our salvation.
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Then the deacons read several praises and
prayers of the prophets:

• The praise of Moses and the sons of Israel (the First
Canticle and Lobsh) telling us how God saved His
people from Pharaoh.

• The prayer of Jonah is full of repentance, hope and
joy.

• The praise of the three saintly children. God saved
them from the burning furnace.

• The story of Susanna. God saved her from the
conspiracy of death to show her purity and chastity.

• The praise of St. Mary. Praising the Lord Jesus Christ
for the salvation and fulfilling His promises.

• The praise of Zacharias. Praise for the fulfillment of
God's promises when St. John, the Baptist was sent
to prepare the way of the Lord Jesus Christ.

• The praise of Simeon. When he saw God's salvation
and carried the baby Jesus when He was 40 days old.
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The 2nd Procession: The priest and deacons light their candles and
chant the Hymn of ‘Ten oweh ensok’ (We follow you) while they
proceed around the Church.
Second: Matins Prayers: We pray the regular Matins Raising of
Incense.
The 3rd Procession: After saying the Creed, the deacons chant the
long ‘Kiryeleison’ while proceeding around the altar then the
Church 3 times.
Third: the 3rd and the 6th Hours: We pray the regular hours from
the Agpeya but without praying the Gospel or the litanies. Instead
we pray the prophecies and Gospel from the Pascha book.
Fourth: The Book of Revelation: We read the entire Book of
Revelation. The Book tells us about the journey of our Church from
earth to heaven, and how God will fulfill His promises to us by
transferring us from death to life through His resurrection. It tells
us about the beauty of the Heavenly Jerusalem where the
righteous will live with our Lord Jesus Christ after His second
coming.
“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be
his God and he shall be My son.” (Revelation 21:7)
Before reading the Book of Revelation, the priest lights 7 wicks
placed in oil, seven censers, seven candles and the cross in front
of the altar. When the entire Book is read, the priest anoints the
congregation with this oil.
Fifth: The 9th Hour: We pray the Psalms without the Gospel or
the litanies just like the 3rd and the 6th hours.
Sixth: The Holy Liturgy: The final stage of Bright Saturday is the
Holy Liturgy. All the readings are about the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the blessings we receive by repenting our
sins.
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Activity

Unscramble the words below using the clues.
1.

eAplcpyaso

Night of the _______

2.

rgithB

________ Saturday

3.

oJysuo

________ Saturday

4.

Pisaadre

The waiting area for the righteous.

5.

Haeds

The waiting area for the evildoers.

6.

mPasls

It is wrapped in a white linen and
read on this night.

7.

vRoteeinla

Tells us about the journey of our
Church from earth to heaven.

8.

Senve

Number of wicks lit in oil.

9.

ucseRtorrien

During the Holy Liturgy, all the
readings are about this.

10.

aansunS

God saved her and showed her
purity and chastity.
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1. “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.” Matthew 24:44

2. Gospel of the 6th Hour (Matthew 5:1-16)
And seeing the multitudes, He went up on the mountain, and when He was
seated, His disciples came to Him. And He opened His mouth, and taught them,
saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you, when they revile you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men.
You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house.
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father who is in heaven.” Glory be to God forever, Amen.
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Our Lord spent about 4 years in Egypt as a baby.
He spoke to the people in Egypt in their language,
which was the Coptic language at that time.

THE COPTIC ALPHABET
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