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St. Mark’s Festival 2021 Anthem
God wants us to be always faithful
He came to us and showed the way
Firm in faith and in church graceful
Living His words everyday
We praise Him with all our senses
Focus on the eternal goal
Partake of the sacraments
Giving life to our souls
We hold on to our Lord’s promise
He will give us the crown of life
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St. Philip and the Eunuch
Acts 8:26-40
The story of St. Philip and the Eunuch teaches us that
our salvation is in the Holy Bible.
An angel spoke to St. Philip and told him to go along the road between Jerusalem and Gaza.
When St. Philip went to the place, he found an Ethiopian man who came up to Jerusalem to
worship. He was a eunuch of great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who had
charge of all her treasury. He was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah.
St. Philip ran to him and asked if he understood what he was reading. He said he needed help
to understand. He invited St. Philip to sit with him in the chariot.
He read the verse in Isaiah, “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” Isaiah 53:7
The eunuch asked St. Philip who Isaiah was talking about. St.
Philip began teaching him about the Lord Jesus Christ:
His teachings, His crucifixion, and His resurrection. He told
him all that the Lord Jesus Christ did for our salvation.
As they went on their way, they came to some water. The
eunuch asked him, “what stops me from being baptized?”
The apostle answered him and said, “If you believe with all
your heart, you may”. The eunuch said, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God”. (Acts 8:37) They went to the
water and St. Philip baptized the eunuch and he became
Christian.
When they came out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord took
St. Philip away. The eunuch did not see him anymore and he
rejoiced for becoming Christian.
God rewarded the eunuch for his faithfulness and desire to understand the scriptures.
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The Holy Bible is God’s message to us. When we read the Holy Bible, we are listening to what God
wants to tell us. It would not be enough to read without understanding. If you don’t understand,
ask someone who can help you and pray to God, asking Him to guide you. Just as God sent St.
Philip to the Eunuch, God will send you an explanation through your parents, Sunday School
servant, or priest.

“and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus.”
(2 Timothy 3:15)
Faithfulness in Reading the Holy Bible:
1. You should have your own personal Bible.
2. Read your Bible every day. Choose a quiet time and place
to be able to concentrate on what you are reading.
3. Pray before reading your Bible. Ask God to help you
understand, just like when Samuel the prophet said,
“Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.” 1 Samuel 3:9
4. Choose a verse you like, write it down, and memorize it. You
can learn a new verse every day.
5. If you don’t understand something, ask for help.
6. Read the chapters in each Book in order. This will allow you
to understand the stories of the Holy Bible better.
7. Pray after reading the Holy Bible. Ask God for help to
practice what you read.
“There is great hope for the greatest sinner that reads the Bible
and there is great danger awaiting the greatest saint who does not read the Bible”.

Verses about the importance of the Holy Bible in our life:
“The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes” (Psalm 19:8)
Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:11)
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
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The Holy Bible is divided into the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament
has 46 books including the Deuterocanonical books that were omitted by the Protestants. The
New Testament has 27 books. There are a total of 66 books excluding the Deuterocanonical
books.

Old Testament
Pentateuchs

History

Poetry

5 Books
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

12 Books
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

5 Books
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon

t

Major
Prophets
5 Books
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Minor
Prophets
12 Books
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Catholic
Epistles
7 Books
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Revelation

New Testament
Gospels

Acts

4 Books
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

1 Book
Acts

Pauline
Epistles
14 Books
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
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1 Book
Revelation

Read the Holy Bible daily and write down the verse you like.
Memorize the verse and write down how you will apply it in your life.
Date

Book

Chapter

Verse

How will you apply the verse in your life?
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Three in One
Learning about the hypostasis teaches us the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.
As Christians, we believe in one God and strongly declare it in:
The Creed: We pray the Creed in every church prayer and it begins with:
“Truly we believe in one God…”
The Sign of the Cross: When we make the sign of the cross we say:
“In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.”
We say in the name and not in the names; at the end we say one God. This emphasizes
that we believe in one God.
Hymns and Prayers: One example is the response to “Asomen” that we sing during Holy
Communion in the Apostles Fast:
“Three in one and one in three, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit”.
One God with three hypostases in the Holy Bible:
The Annunciation: The annunciation of the birth of Christ to the Virgin Mary by Archangel
Gabriel. The angel appeared to her and said: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to
be born will be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35)
We see the role of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the incarnation and salvation.
The Theophany: We see the Holy Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit when
the Lord Jesus Christ was baptized. Christ the Son was standing in the Jordan River, the
Father was heard saying, “this is My beloved Son”, and the Holy Spirit appeared
descending like a dove. Therefore, the feast is called the Feast of the Theophany.
“When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold,
the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”” (Matthew 3:16-17)
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In the Old Testament: “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness” (Genesis 1:26) This verse in the Old Testament shows the dogma of the Trinity.
We see that God is talking in the plural form, united the tree hypostasis in one God.
Write down the following verses, which prove that we have one God with three
hypostases: the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19 - __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2 Corinthians 12:14 - ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
There are some symbols that can help us understand the dogma of the Trinity:
The Sun:
The sun consists of the sun itself, sunlight, and heat. When we are talking
about the sunlight or the heat, we say the word sun. We say, “the sun is
coming in through the window”, or “let’s stand in the sun for some warmth”.
These three things: the sun, its light, and its heat are one thing- the sun.
Therefore, we can say that the sun is three in one, and the three are one thing. We can
also say that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God.
The Triangle:
Imagine an equilateral triangle. It has 3 corners and 3 sides. Corner A is not
corner B and is not corner C. However, corner A cannot form a triangle
separately without corner B or corner C. At the same time, A is a triangle, B is
a triangle, and C is a triangle.
Therefore, we can say the Father = the Son = the Holy Spirit. In the same example of the
triangle, the Father is not the Son and is not the Holy Spirit. The Father cannot be
separated from the Son and cannot be separated from the Holy Spirit.
The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God
because God is one in essence.
“The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God;
not three Gods but one God”. – St. Severus of Antioch
Our Lord Jesus Christ confirms the dogma of the Trinity when He says,
“I am in the Father, and the Father in Me” (John 14:10)
St. John confirms it in his first epistle saying, “For there are three that bear witness in
heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.” (1 John 5:7)
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St. Theodora and St. Didymus
The story of St. Theodora and St. Didymus teaches us to be faithful in our
talents. Our talents are a gift from God, each one of us has a role.
When we are faithful in our talents, the Lord will reward us.
St. Theodora was born in Alexandria to Christian parents. They taught her to be a true
Christian and to love God with all her heart. When she got older, she promised to be
celibate. Celibate means to not get married and to live her life for the Lord Jesus Christ.
She said no to anyone who wanted to marry her. One of the men she didn’t want to marry
became very angry. He went to the governor and told him that St. Theodora was Christian.
The governor called St. Theodora into his palace.
The governor told her to worship idols. Even though she was only 17 years old, St.
Theodora refused saying, “I love the Lord Jesus Christ, and will never worship anyone but
Him”. He told her that he could marry her and make her a princess. She answered him
saying, “My real bridegroom is the Lord Jesus Christ who is in heaven; I will never marry
anyone or worship the idols, no matter what happens”.
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The governor became very angry and ordered her to put
in a house of sin. She prayed and asked God to protect
her and keep her body pure. God heard her prayers and
sent her St. Didymus to save her. St. Didymus was a brave
Christian soldier. When he heard her story, he went to
her and told her that he can help her. He gave her his
soldier uniform to wear to leave the house, so the soldiers
wouldn’t recognize her. St. Didymus stayed in the house
in her place. When the soldiers realized that St. Theodora
left and that St. Didymus helped her, he was taken to
prison.
St. Didymus refused to worship the idols. The governor order to have St. Didymus
beheaded. When St. Theodora found out, she followed him to where they took him to
be martyred and said, “I allowed you to take my place to keep my body pure but I won’t
allow you to take my place in heaven”. The soldiers captured her, and the governor
ordered her to be beheaded with St. Didymus.
St. Theodora and St. Didymus received the crown of martyrdom together on the same
day.
Our bodies are a gift from God; it is important to keep our bodies pure.
“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word,
in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12
We are faithful in our talents when we are brave in our faith just like
St. Theodora and St. Didymus.
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God gives us many gifts and talents. Each of us has a different talent that is
important. Find the verses and fill in the blanks.
1. “Having then _______________ differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us
use them: if _______________, let us prophesy in proportion to our _______________”
(Romans 12:6)
2. “Do not _______________ the gift that is in you, which was _______________ to you by
prophecy with the laying on of the _______________ of the eldership.” (1 Timothy 4:14)
3. “Then he who had received the one _______________ came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to
be a hard man, _______________ where you have not sown, and _______________ where
you have not scattered seed.
_______________

25

And I was _______________, and went and hid your

in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’

26

“But his lord

answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and _______________ servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not _______________, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you
ought to have _______________ my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would
have received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him
who has _______________ talents.

29

‘For to everyone who has, _______________ will be

given, and he will have _______________; but from him who does not have, even what he
has will be taken away. (Matthew 25:24-29)
4. As each one has _______________

a gift, minister it to one another, as good

_______________ of the manifold grace of God. (1 Peter 4:10)
How can you apply these verses in your life? __________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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Learning how to be faithful with my family like St. Theophilus and the story of
Esau teaches us that God rewards us when we show love to others.

I. St. Theophilus, the 23rd Pope of Alexandria and his sister
Synaxarion – 18th day of the Coptic Month Paope (Oct 28)
St. Theophilus and his sister lived in lower Egypt. Their parents
were Christian and taught their children how to love God and
love their family from a young age.
Their parents departed when they were very young. The
children lived with an Ethiopian servant woman in Alexandria
who cared for them. The woman was faithful in her love to
them and made sure they lived a Christian life, just as their
parents taught them. She raised them in God’s love and always
took them to church.
One day, they went to attend the Holy Liturgy celebrated by His
Holiness Pope Athanasius the Apostolic. After the Liturgy, Pope
Athanasius asked to meet them. When he learned they did not
have parents, Pope Athanasius wanted to take care of the
children.
Pope Athanasius took St. Theophilus to live with him and taught
him the Church teachings. His sister was sent to a nearby
convent to be educated and raised in a true Christian
environment. St. Theophilus became Pope Athanasius’ disciple.
St. Theophilus and his sister were faithful in their love to God
and always obeyed God’s commandments. They were also
faithful in their love for each other. The love they had for each
other brought many blessings as they grew. St. Theophilus
became the 23rd Pope of Alexandria. His sister married and had
a son who later became Pope Cyril the 24th Pope of Alexandria,
the Pillar of Faith.
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II. Jacob Makes Peace with Esau
Genesis 33:1-4
Jacob and Esau were twin brothers, Esau was born first and then Jacob. They were the
children of Isaac and Rebekah. They struggled to get along from birth.
First, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob (Genesis 25:29-34). One day, Esau went hunting,
when he returned he found a freshly cooked meal made by Jacob. Jacob told him that he
would only give him the food if he sold his inheritance to him. Esau was so hungry that
he agreed and sold his inheritance to Jacob.
Then, Jacob stole Esau’s blessing (Genesis 27). When Isaac became very old, he wanted
to bless his oldest son, Esau, but Rebekah convinced her favorite son, Jacob, to steal it.
When Esau found out what his brother had done, he was angry and wanted to hurt Jacob.
Rebekah told Jacob to run away. Jacob left Canaan and went to live with his uncle, Laban.
After many years, Jacob went to meet his brother Esau and
brought him many gifts. When they saw each other from a
distance they both kneeled in front of each other and greeted
one another with love. Esau was happy to see his brother and
forgot about any disagreements they had.
Jacob made peace with Esau because he was a faithful
brother. We can still love our siblings even if we disagree.

“But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him,
and fell on his neck and kissed him,
and they wept”. (Genesis 33:4)
We should be faithful in our family by serving one another and
showing love to everyone in our family.
We should put others before ourselves just as the Holy Bible teaches us:
“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love,
in honor giving preference to one another” Romans 12:10
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Complete the family trees using the names below

Benjamin
Naphtali
Obed
Ananias
Naomi
Ham

Gad
Timothy
Eunice
Eli
Aaron
Japheth

Moses
Issachar
Noah
Shem
Levi
Phinehas

Lois
Joseph
Zebulun
Ruth
Sarah
Simeon
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Reuben
Judah
Abraham
Sapphira
Isaac

Noah
Hophni
Obed
Mordecai
Miriam

Asher
Ahasuerus
Dan
Esther
Boaz

How did each family show faithfulness in their love for one another?
Abraham’s Family

Eli’s Family

Moses’s Family

Timothy’s Family

Noah’s Family

Jacob’s Family

Ananias’ Family

Ruth’s Family

Esther’s Family

Your Family
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David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 20
Learning about the friendship of Jonathan and David teaches
us to be a faithful friend and to choose good friends.
Friends in our life make us feel loved and important. We all want to have friends. The Holy Bible
teaches us about a special relationship that David and Jonathan had.
Jonathan was a prince; his father was King Saul, the first king of Israel. David was a shepherd; he
was not a king yet when he first met Jonathan.
How their friendship began:
Jonathan loved David because he found faith and love of God in him. David fought Goliath and
Jonathan gave David his military accoutrements (his robe, sword, bow & belt) as a promise that they
would not let anything come between their friendship. They were to protect and defend each other
no matter what.
Jonathan’s choice to be David’s friend revealed his Godly character traits. Jonathan was a prince
and was expected to be the next king after his father King Saul. He selflessly became friends with
David who later had been anointed as the new king.
King Saul began to hate David:
When David killed Goliath, soldiers returned home and women had gathered in
the streets singing and dancing. They sang, “Saul has slain his thousands, and
David his tens of thousands.” King Saul feared that David would be the new king
who will take his kingdom. King Saul wanted to kill David.
Jonathan helps David:
David had an idea to find out if Saul was still trying to kill him. He knew that Saul wouldn’t hide
anything from his son Jonathan. David asked his friend Jonathan to find out the truth and let him
know if the king wanted to kill him.
Jonathan and David came up with a secret signal to let David know if Saul wanted
to kill David. Jonathan learned that Saul was angry and wanted to kill David just as
they thought.
Jonathan was very sad because of his father’s intent to kill his friend. He went to
the place that he and David agreed upon and gave the signal to David that his life
was still in danger.
Jonathan and David had a true friendship that was bound by their faith in God. No matter what
happened they would always be friends. God had given David a true friend in Jonathan.
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A good friend is a gift from God.
How do I know who my true friend is? How can I be a true friend?
1. A true friend loves unconditionally
A true friend loves from the heart and does not need anything in return. They value
your needs more than their own. Jonathan helped his friend David and he did not want
anything in return.
“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others. (Philippians 2:4)
2. A true friend accepts you for who you are
Whether you are rich or poor, wear expensive clothes or
not, healthy or sick, a true friend always loves you even if
there are changes in your life. Jonathan was a prince; he
became David’s friend who was a shepherd. Jonathan saw
that David was a good person who loved God from all his
heart.
3. A true friend should be honest and trustworthy
You should be able to trust your friend. You trust that they
will keep your secrets, always talk kindly about you, and
are ready to listen to your fears and problems. David
trusted Jonathan to tell him that he feared his father, King
Saul. A true friend should give you Godly advice and
correct you if you are doing something wrong.
4. A true friend should be a giving friend
A true friend gives of their time, plays with you, or spends
time with you and takes the time to listen to your
problems. Jonathan gave David his care and love; he
warned David when he knew his father King Saul wanted
to kill him.
5. A true friend forgives
There is no true friendship without forgiveness. A true
friend apologizes and accepts your apology. They never
stay angry with you and they are quick to forgive.
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Be careful with who you choose to be your friend.
The Holy Bible teaches us that bad company corrupts good morals. What does that mean?
If you have a good, shiny apple, with nothing wrong with it and you put the good apple
with two rotten apples for a few days, the 2 rotten apples will spoil the good apple. The
three apples will become soupy, brown, spoiled apple sauce. The good apple (person) will
lose its identity and become spoiled.

That will happen to you if you don't choose good friends. If you really are a good person,
bad company will corrupt you. Your morals will become bad like your company. It is
important to be careful and choose your friends wisely.
“Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
How do you choose your friends?
Your friends should raise you up. Just like an elevator can either bring you up or down, it is
the same with friends. Friends can either take you up or down.
Ask yourself…
•
•
•
•

Does your friend know God?
Will your friend bring you closer to God or take you away from Him?
Will your friend make you a better person?
Will they lead you closer to the Lord Jesus Christ?
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How can I know if your friend is a good friend? Check them!
Check their brain: What are they thinking about? Are they thinking bad
thoughts or good thoughts? What is their opinion about movies and songs?
Do they have good judgment or not?
Check their eyes: What do they watch, read, and look at? Do they listen to
hymns and spiritual songs, read the Holy Bible, or have pictures of saints in
their room or with them?
Check their mouth: What do they talk about? Do they say kind words, obey
their parents, say the truth, sings hymns, and talk about the Lord Jesus Christ
and the Holy Bible?
Check their heart: Are they committed to the Lord Jesus Christ in their lives? Do they guard their
heart? Do they love God and want to obey Him?
Check their hands: Do they use their hands to play nicely with others, give to others or to be
helpful?
Check their feet: Where do they like to go? Do they like to go to Vespers and the Holy Liturgy on
the weekend? Do they prefer to spend their time with God's people?
Be wise and choose a friend who will lead you closer to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Choose friends that will pray for you, go to church with you, give you Godly advice, encourage
you and ask about you if you didn’t attend Liturgy. A good friend cares about your salvation.
How do I make friends?
1. To make friends, you should be a good friend first. Be loving, forgiving, generous, and honest.
2. Be an outgoing person. Don’t stay in your place and expect people to come and ask you to be
their friend. You should show them how great a person you are by smiling at them, offering to
help even if you are new at school or church.
3. Share with others. Share your toys, ideas, activities. Introduce yourself if you are in a new
place.
4. Don’t judge people by their first impression. Give it a chance to get to know them.
5. Be patient. Strong and long-lasting relationships grow with time and experience.
Always remember that you have the greatest
friend ever – the Lord Jesus Christ! You can talk
to Him any time about anything and He is
with you all the time.
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King Saul had a son named Jonathan. While David was serving King Saul,
Jonathan and David became best friends. When King Saul decided to kill David,
Jonathan warned David so that he could escape.
Find out what Jonathan said to David by circling the capital letters and then
write them in order in the spaces below.

____ ____

____ ____

____ ____

____ ____ ____ ____ .

____ ____ ____ ____

____ ____

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ .
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I. Verses on Faithfulness:
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
Revelation 2:10
"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much.”
Luke 16:10

II. Litanies of the Ninth hour of the Agpeya (None)
(First 3 Litanies)

1. O You, who tasted death in the flesh in the ninth hour for our sake, we the
sinners, put to death our carnal lusts, O Christ, our God, and deliver us. Let my
supplication draw close before You, O Lord; according to Your word give me
understanding. Let my petition come before Your presence; according to Your
word revive me.
2. O You, who commended the spirit into the hands of the Father as You hung on
the cross, in the ninth hour, and guided the thief who was crucified with You into
entering the Paradise, do not neglect me, O Good One, nor reject me, I, the lost
one; but sanctify my soul and enlighten my understanding, and allow me to be a
partaker of the grace of Your life-giving mysteries; that when I taste of Your
benevolences, I offer You praise without lukewarmness, longing for Your splendor
above all things, O Christ our Lord, and deliver us.
3. O You who was born of the Virgin for our sake, and endured crucifixion, O Good
One, and abolished death by Your death, and manifested resurrection by Your
resurrection, O God, do not turn away from those whom You have created with
Your own hands, but manifest, O Good One, Your love for mankind. Accept from
Your mother an intercession on our behalf. Deliver, O Savior, a humble people. Do
not leave us to the end, and do not forsake us forever. Do not break Your covenant,
and do not take away from us Your mercy, for the sake of Abraham, Your beloved,
Isaac, Your servant, and Israel, Your saint.
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Our Lord spent about 4 years in Egypt as a baby.
He spoke to the people in Egypt in their language,
which was the Coptic language at that time.

THE COPTIC ALPHABET

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

Group Hymn
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