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“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us;
therefore we His servants will arise and build” Nehemiah 2:20

St. Mark’s Festival 2019 Anthem
In God's strength we'll rise and build
The whole world with light we'll fill

(x 2)

We will build
Our kindness, goodness, and our hope
Like an oak
Our faith has roots that reach deep down
And mighty boughs
Monks and saints and martyrs crowned

Our Church is built by rising prayer
Under Christ's care
He's the rock, the cornerstone
Our firm foundation that never fails

He'll prosper us
And we will arise and build
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(x 2)

The Bosom of the Father
Learning about the Bosom of the Father teaches
us about the Lord of Heaven and Earth.
The Church is the House of God.
We feel happy and safe inside the Church, because God is there.
When you look towards the east of the Church, you will see a wall
shaped like half a circle inside the Altar. It looks like the open arms
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We call it “The Bosom of the Father”.
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In the “Bosom of the Father” there is an icon of our Lord Jesus
Christ sitting on the throne.
•The picture is anointed with the Holy
Myron oil.
•There is a lantern (small lamp) in front
of the picture, and it is always on.
•The lantern reminds us that God always
watches over and protects His children.
It also reminds us of the star that
guided the wise men to where the Lord
Jesus Christ was born.
•The Lord Jesus Christ holds the earth in one hand because He is
the Creator who created everything and controls everything.
•The Lord Jesus Christ holds the shepherd staff in the other hand
because He is the Good Shepherd who takes care of us.
When the deacons and priest stand in the altar, they pray quietly
and sing the hymns joyfully, as if they are standing in Heaven praising
our Lord Jesus Christ like the angels.
We feel safe and protected when we live with our
Heavenly Father, in His Bosom.

“He will gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom” (Isaiah 40:11)
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“He will gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom” (Isaiah 40:11)
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The Tabernacle of Meeting
Exodus 25-35
The story of the Tabernacle of Meeting teaches us the
secret of success, with God we will do well.
.
Long ago, God asked Moses to build the Tabernacle of Meeting
(the House of God), where they would pray together. God wanted
them to know that He is always with them.

The Tabernacle was the
House of God in the
Old Testament.

The Church is the
House of God in the
New Testament.

The Tabernacle was a tent, anywhere the people of God went they
could easily take it with them.
The Lord wanted the tabernacle to
look perfect! He chose Bezalel to
manage the work.
Moses met with all the people and
asked them to present the
offerings and talents that they
could use to build the House of God.
He told them not to worry, God will
be with them and help them.
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Everyone helped! Some people brought gold and silver,
some helped with the carpentry work, even women worked on
sewing the tabernacle. Everyone used their talents and did what
they were good at. Their work was so organized and beautiful.

God gave each one of us a talent, something we do well.
Our job is to use our talents in a good way and God will give us
success in everything we do.

“And whatever he does, shall prosper” (Psalms 1:3)
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“And whatever he does, shall prosper” (Psalms 1:3)
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Saint Freig and his Camel Reweis
Synaxarium – 21st day of the Coptic Month of Paope (October 31st)
The story of Saint Freig and his camel teaches us
the qualities of the children of God
.
Long ago, a farmer named Isaac and his
wife Sarah lived in a small village in Egypt.
They had a son named Freig and they
taught him to love God.

Freig was a good boy, he helped his father on
the farm and he also sold salt. He had a small
camel he named Reweis. His camel helped him
carry the salt throughout the village to sell
to the people.
The camel loved Freig very much,
he would even wakeup Freig for prayers.

9

At the age of 20, Freig left his house and went from one place to
another in Egypt.
Everywhere he went he talked about
the Lord Jesus Christ and did many
miracles. He decided to change his
name to Reweis, the name of his
camel. He didn’t want people to know
his real name. St. Reweis wanted the
people to thank God for His blessings
and not thank him.

One day, a rich woman came to St. Reweis
for help. Her eyes were in a lot of pain.
St. Reweis prayed, and her eyes were
healed.

St. Reweis heard that thieves were going to
steal sheep from a shepherd. He went to the
shepherd and took him on a different road
until he arrived safely. St. Reweis saved the
shepherd and his sheep.
St. Reweis teaches us to use our talents to help people
to glorify God.

“You also helping together in prayer for us” (2 Corinthians 1:11)
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St. Reweis was a good person and a true son of God. He helped

“You also helping together in prayer for us” (2 Corinthians 1:11)
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The Prodigal (lost) Son Returns
Luke 15:11-32
The story of the Prodigal (lost) Son that returned teaches us
that when we return to our Lord Jesus Christ,
we are truly happy.
. with his 2 sons. He loved his sons
A rich man lived in a big fancy house
very much and cared about them. One day, the younger son told his
dad, “split your money between my brother and I and give me my
money now!”.

The father gave his son the money he
asked for. The son took all the money
and all his belongings and went to a far
city where he spent all his money.

At that time, there was a great famine
(not enough food for people to eat).
The son had to work for a rich man.
He was so hungry; he was even ready to
eat the pigs’ food but couldn’t.
At this moment, he started to think
about his father. He remembered all
that he had at his father’s house, even
the servants and maids have more than
enough food for them to eat.
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So, he decided to return to his
father. He said: “I will arise and go
to my father, and will say to him,
Father I have sinned” (Luke 15:18)

On his way home, he saw someone
running towards him to hug him,
it was his father! He was waiting
for his son to return home and he
forgave him.
We call him the good son,
because he was smart enough to
know his mistake and say he was
sorry to his father.

God loves us and waits for us with open arms and will
forgive our sins. When we make a mistake, we should run to our
Lord Jesus Christ, say we are sorry and ask Him to forgive us.

“

“I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him,
“Father I have sinned”” (Luke 15:18)
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“I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him,
“Father I have sinned”” (Luke 15:18)

14

Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall
Nehemiah 1 - 6
The story of Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall teaches us that real
happiness can be achieved when we return to our Lord Jesus Christ.
.
Nehemiah was one of God’s people. He always prayed even though
he did not live with God’s people anymore. One day, a man told
him that the people in his country, Jerusalem, have forgotten
God and stopped praying. Even the wall that protected the
country fell and broke down. Nehemiah was so sad to hear about
his country and his people. He fasted and prayed and asked God
for help.
Nehemiah was a special helper to the king; he asked the king if
he could return to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls. The king
agreed and even sent him all the materials and men he needed to
help rebuild the wall.
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Nehemiah went to his country and asked the people to rebuild the
walls with him. They all decided to arise and build. But the
surrounding countries were not happy to hear about what they were
doing. They made fun of them and tried to scare them so they would
stop building the walls. Nehemiah told his people:
“The God of Heaven Himself will prosper us,
therefore we His servants will arise and build.” (Nehemiah 2:20)
Nehemiah organized the work and gave jobs to everyone. He told
them to build only the part of the wall in front of their house.
Some people build while others watched and protected the land.
Everyone helped! With the help of God, the entire wall was finished
in only 52 days.

“The God of Heaven Himself will prosper us, therefore
we His servants will arise and build.” (Nehemiah 2:20)
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“The God of Heaven Himself will prosper us, therefore
we His servants will arise and build.” (Nehemiah 2:20)
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1. “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us;

therefore we His servants will arise and build” Nehemiah 2:20

2.

The First hour of the Agpeya (Prime)Come Let Us Kneel Down
Come let us kneel down, let us ask Christ our God.
Come let us kneel down, let us beseech Christ our King.
Come let us kneel down, let us entreat Christ our Savior.
O Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, our God,
through the intercession of Saint Mary and all Your saints,
preserve us, and bring us to a good start.
Have mercy on us according to Your will forever.
The night has passed; we thank You, O Lord, and we ask You
to keep us this day away from sin and deliver us.
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