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St. Mark’s Festival 2021 Anthem
God wants us to be always faithful
He came to us and showed the way
Firm in faith and in church graceful
Living His words everyday
We praise Him with all our senses
Focus on the eternal goal
Partake of the sacraments
Giving life to our souls
We hold on to our Lord’s promise
He will give us the crown of life
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St. Paul and St. Silas in Prison
Act 16:16-34
Learning about St. Paul and St. Silas teaches us that
God hears our prayers, protects us, and watches
over us when we are faithful.

A long time ago, in the town of Philippi, 2 prisoners were locked up.
The names of the prisoners were St. Paul and St. Silas,
they were good friends. They were put in prison because the king
did not want them to tell others about the Lord Jesus Christ.
They were not like the other prisoners;
they were always happy, singing, and praising God.
They were happy because they knew God was always with them.
They prayed and talked to God because they knew God could
hear their prayers and help them.
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The Lord Jesus Christ heard their prayers and suddenly the earth began
to shake and by the power of God, the chains became unlocked and all
the prison doors were opened.
The guard thought all the prisoners escaped and was scared.
The guard heard St. Paul saying, “Don’t worry, we are all here”. The
guard was happy when he saw that the prisoners did not leave.

God heard their prayers because they were faithful. The guard saw the
faithfulness of St. Paul and St. Silas and this is what made him believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ too. Later, the guard and his family were
baptized.
This is faithfulness in our heart: they prayed and told God all that they
needed as it teaches us in the Book of Psalms. The Lord Jesus Christ
answered their prayers as He promised.
When we are faithful in our prayers,
God hears and takes care of us.

“They called upon the Lord, and He answered them”
Psalms 99:6
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St. Paul and St. Silas Pray

“They called upon the Lord, and He answered them”
Psalms 99:6
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Miracle of Archangel Michael

Synaxarion - the 12th day of the Coptic Month Koiahk (Dec. 21)
The miracle of Archangel Michael teaches us that our friends in
heaven intercede (pray for us) in front of God.
.

There was a man who loved Archangel Michael
very much. He carried his picture with him all
the time. Archangel Michael was his friend in
heaven.
This man lived in Alexandria, Egypt. He did not
have a job. When the man prayed, he always
said “Archangel Michael, please be with me and
ask God to send me food”.
One day, God sent Archangel Michael
to the man. Archangel Michael asked
him why he didn’t have a job. He told
him he needed to work so that he
could have money to buy food.
The man prayed and again asked his
friend Archangel Michael to be with
him and to ask God to send him food.
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Archangel Michael came a second
time. This time, he told the man to
go to someone who will help him.
Archangel Michael told him that the
person he will meet will give him the
money he needs to start a business.
Archangel Michael told him to tell
the man not to worry about the
money because Archangel Michael
will return the man his money.
The man obeyed; the person he met gave him the money he
needed to buy things to sell. The man was able to return the
money to the man who helped him and he even had enough money
to buy more things to sell.
Thanks to God, the man worked and had enough money to buy
food. The man was faithful in his prayers, asking his friend in
heaven, Archangel Michael, to help him. The Lord Jesus Christ
heard his prayers and helped him.
It is very nice to have friends in heaven. They are always
faithful to us and love us. Our friends in heaven pray for us in
front of God, they intercede for us.

Always remember:
“The angel of the Lord encamps all around
those who fear Him”. Psalm 34:7
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Archangel Michael

“The angel of the Lord encamps all around
those who fear Him”. Psalm 34:7
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David the Shepherd and King
1 Samuel 16
The story of David the Shepherd and King teaches us to be faithful in
our talents. Our talents are a gift from God; each one of us has a role.
When we are faithful in our talents, the Lord will reward us.

.

David was a shepherd and loved to play the harp.
David was faithful in everything God gave him.
God gave David eyes to see; David used his eyes to
look at the world and praise God for everything
around him.

He also used his eyes to watch his

sheep and protect them faithfully.
God gave David hands; David used his hands to work and praise
God. He played beautiful music on his harp and raised his hands
to pray.
The king loved David’s music. The king was happy
when David came to the palace to play music for
him. David was not shy because he knew God gave
him these talents to use them for good things.
David used all that God gave him faithfully; this is why God
chose David to be king, a beloved king. This is the meaning of
the name David.
God is happy when we use our talents faithfully.
"Working with his hands what is good”. Ephesians 4:29
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David the Shepherd and King

"Working with his hands what is good”. Ephesians 4:29
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Saul Looks for His Father’s Lost Donkeys
1 Samuel 9
The story of Saul looking for his father’s lost donkeys teaches us to
be faithful in our family. We should always be obedient, and the
Lord Jesus Christ will bless us.
.

In the Old Testament, there is a story
about a man named Kish. Kish was Saul’s
father and he lost many of his donkeys.
Donkeys are very important because they
help farmers do their work; they pull
wagons and carry things.

Kish was very upset that he lost his
donkeys, so he asked his son Saul to
take one of his servants with him to
look for the lost donkeys.
Saul obeyed his father and went to look
for them. They looked for them in the
mountains for 3 days but could not find
the donkeys.
Saul decided to return home to his
father so he would not worry about him.
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On their way back home, they
passed by Samuel the prophet’s
house. Samuel was a good man;
he was the man of God.
Samuel told them to stop looking for
the donkeys because they have
returned home. Samuel also told
Saul that God has chosen him to be
the king.
Saul was a very good and handsome young man. He was tall and
strong.

He was the best choice to be king.

Saul showed

faithfulness by obeying his father and searching for the
donkeys for 3 days.

He also returned to his father so he

wouldn’t worry about him.
We should be like Saul and obey our parents.
We should listen to our parents and
do what they ask us to do faithfully.

"You do faithfully whatever you do”. 3 John 1:15
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Saul becomes King

"You do faithfully whatever you do”. 3 John 1:15
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Zacchaeus Climbs the Sycamore Tree
Luke 19:1-10
Learning about Zacchaeus teaches us to be faithful all the time. We
should be faithful and honest in all that we do and
with everyone we meet.

A long time ago there was a man named Zacchaeus. He lived in
a town of Jericho. He was a very rich and important man.
He worked as a tax collector.
His job was to collect the tax
money

from

the

people.

Tax

collectors used to collect extra
money from the people and keep it
for themselves, so people didn’t
like them.
One day, Zacchaeus heard that
the Lord Jesus Christ was in his
town, and he really wanted to see
Him.
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The only trouble was, everywhere our Lord
Jesus Christ went, there were always crowds
of people all around him.
Zacchaeus was very short; he couldn’t see the
Lord Jesus Christ because of all the people
standing around Him. He had an idea: he
climbed up a sycamore tree so he could see.
Can you imagine that? A grown man climbing up a tree!!
Even though Zacchaeus was a very important man, he wasn’t
embarrassed to climb the tree in front of all the people. Do
you know why?
It was because he really wanted to see the Lord Jesus Christ.
Everyone loved Him and said many good things about Him.
Zacchaeus had a hard time climbing the sycamore tree.
Every time he tried to climb, he would slip and come back down.
Finally, he was able to climb to the top and waited for the
Lord Jesus Christ to walk by the tree.
When the Lord Jesus Christ walked by, Zacchaeus had a nice
surprise. The Lord Jesus Christ stopped, looked up, called
Zacchaeus by his name, and said: “Zacchaeus, come down… for
today, I want to come to your house.”
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What a great surprise!! The Lord Jesus
Christ spoke to Zacchaeus, the man no one
liked. He knew his name and He even asked
to come to his house!!
Zacchaeus changed when the Lord Jesus
Christ came to his house. He became a
faithful and honest man to everyone.
Zacchaeus returned all the money that he
took from the people. He also gave half of
his money to the poor people.
When our parents give us money for donation, we should put
all of it for donation and not keep any of it for ourselves.
We should be like Zacchaeus and be
honest and faithful to everyone.

"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much”.
Luke 16:10
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Zacchaeus Climbs the Sycamore Tree

"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much”.
Luke 16:10
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1. Verses on Faithfulness:
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
Revelation 2:10
"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much.”
Luke 16:10

2. The Eleventh hour of the Agpeya (Vespers)
Psalm 116
Praise the Lord, all you nations;
let all the peoples praise Him.
For His mercy has been established upon us,
and the truth of the Lord endures forever.
ALLELUIA.
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